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Research and Critical Edition of Ahmad al-Fayyumi’s al-Misk
al-Fayyah fi Masail al-Nikah

Abstract: The topic of marriage is important due to its implications for the structure of marriage,
the formation of family, the prevention of illicit relationships through lawful unions, the continua-
tion of generations, the perpetuation of the human species, the establishment of inheritance rights
between spouses, and various religious and secular benefits such as dowry, alimony, iddah, prof of
parantage, custudy, and others. Therefore, the nation cared, from its princes to its common people,
the mujtahids worked hard on issues of marriage and separation, relying on restrictive texts. They
were followed by jurisprudents composed of schools of jurisprudence with authorships of respected
books or valuable treatises. The treatise, whose sole copy was obtained from the Stileymaniye Library
and meticulously analyzed, holds significance in the aspects mentioned. In that it reflects the aspects
of the family in the author’s era, which allows us to measure the family aspects in the present. It is
a short message that occupies an important place among messages related to the topic. The author,
Ahmad al-Fayyumi al-Hanafi, addresses three fundamental issues commonly associated with marriage
in the treatise. These include the issues of the marriage of a mature girl without parental consent,
the role of witnesses in marriage, and the minimum amount of dowry required. The author also in-
corporates under the headings of “Tanbih” and “Tatimma” additional issues deemed significant in the
field of family law, such as alimony, marital gifts, conditional divorce, waiting period after divorce,
establishment of lineage, and others. The author used the word “I say” in only one issue among the
pronunciation issues. The research was divided into two parts: Study and investigation. In the study
section, the life of the author was researched first, then his dissertation, in terms of its content, its
copies, the ratio of the copy to the author, its importance, and its place among its likes and references,
and in the investigation section, it was investigated based on the investigation principles of the Islamic
Research Center (ISAM) of the only copy. In terms of its references, which the author has noted,
references to verses and hadiths have also been included, in addition to commenting on information
from old Hanafi books, which is believed to be beneficial to readers. This is after it was recorded and
dictated according to the dictates of our present era.

Key Words: Ahmad al-Fayyumi al-Hanafi, al-Nikah, Marriage, Adult Virgin, Legal Guardian, Wit-
ness, Dowry, Alimony, Marital Gift.
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